The preceding sketch of the rise and progress of our knowledge respecting glaucoma may perhaps be fitly followed by an account of the oncoming of the malady as it is now recognized by surgeons, and of the measures which are taken for its relief. "We have seen that it essentially consists of a disturbance of the normal balance between secretion within the eye and transudation through its tunics, a disturbance of such a kind that the fluid contents of the organ come to be present in excess, and to exert injurious pressure upon parts which it is their proper office to sustain and protect.
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We may consider the effects of this pressure as it is exerted, first, upon the nerves, secondly, upon the blood "vessels, and, lastly, in altering the relative positions of structures within the globe. These effects are, of course, produced simultaneously; but they are most conveniently described in the foregoing order. 
